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June 7, 2005
Contact: Candice Merrill, UM Continuing Education, (406) 243-6431.
UM OFFERS SUMMER WRITING RETREAT 
MISSOULA-
Are you a writer looking for inspiration? Would a three-day writing retreat in the 
northern Rocky Mountains do the trick? If so, register today for “Stealing From Thieves: 
Fiction Techniques of the Masters Revealed,” an intensive writing retreat hosted by Montana 
author Colin Hester Aug. 5-7 at The University of Montana.
This year, the course is offered in an new, more convenient format -  a three-day on- 
campus workshop followed by instruction via UMOnline during the summer and fall 
semesters. Instruction focuses on fiction techniques such as painting vivid landscapes, writing 
authentic dialogue, and constructing compelling beginnings and haunting endings.
“This course has been extremely popular among students who are serious about writing 
fiction,” said Candice Merrill, who is organizing the course. “We think writers will find this 
new format easier to accommodate into their busy lives.”
Hester has taught writing at the University of Colorado and UM. His first published 
novel, “Diamond Sutra,” received enthusiastic reviews, and he will complete his second novel 
this summer.
Registration costs $675, and the deadline to register is July 25. Students may take the 
course for three academic credits at either the undergraduate or graduate level. For course
-more-
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information, e-mail colin.hester@umontana.edu. For registration and lodging information, call 
Candice Merrill at (406) 243-6431 or e-mail candice.merrill@umontana.edu.
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